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Radiology ICD-10 Documentation Guidance
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The following information was abstracted from a 

blinded sampling of various Radiology services.

The diagnosis code and description on the left side is 

the ICD-9 code utilized and the columns indicated by 

code, as well as the Documentation Suggestions is the 

information needed to accurately and specifically code 

for ICD-10.

Lastly, this information contains a description of the 

column language to clarify the meaning used within the 

nomenclature of the ICD-10 code set.

Radiology ICD-10 CM Assessment
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ICD-10-CM Documentation Assessment – Radiology

ICD-9
Diagnosis

ICD-9 Description

Documentation Issues

Laterality

Episode of 

Care

Acute/ 

Chronic

Anatomical Site

Specificity Patient History

Injury

How / What Trimester ICD-10 
Documentation Suggestions

218.9
Leiomyoma of uterus unspecified X D25.9

• Submucous 

• Intramural

• Subserosal

368.8
Other specified visual disturbances X H53.8

Symptom category includes glare 

sensitivity and impaired contrast 

sensitivity

432.1
Subdural hemorrhage X X X X I62.00 Non traumatic v. traumatic

437.1 Other generalized ischemic 

cerebrovascular disease
X X I67.82

• Insufficiency 
• Ischemia
• Other

646.83
Other specified complications of 

pregnancy, antepartum condition or 

complication
X X O26.891

Type of complication needed (low 
weight gain, pregnancy related 

exhaustions, etc.)

719.41
Pain in joint involving shoulder region X X M25.511

Specific code assigned to each 
joint

722.10 Displacement of lumbar intervertebral 

disc without myelopathy 
X M51.26+M51.27

• Lumbar 
• Lumbosacral

721.3 Lumbosacral spondylosis without 

myelopathy
X M47.816+M47.817

Presence of radiculopathy is 
helpful

729.5
Pain in limb X X M79.621

780.09
Alteration of consciousness other X

Send-back if only 
diagnosis. 

Somnolence vs stupor

784.0
Headache X

X
Post-traumatic: 

Allergies

:Medications

R51
Description (cluster, tension, 

vascular) duration and frequency

782.2
Localized superficial swelling mass or 

lump
X X R22.9

789.00
Abdominal  pain X

X
Upper/lower quadrant

Pelvic of perineal
Epigastric

Periumbilical

R10.9
Tenderness, generalized, severe 

w/abdominal rigidity.

996.73 Other complications due to renal 

dialysis device implant and graft 
X X T82.868D+T82.858D

Type of complication needed 

(embolism, fibrosis, etc.)

V45.11
Renal dialysis status X Z99.2

Documentation of renal dialysis 
dependence

V76.12 Other screening mammogram X Z12.31
Routine screening vs diagnostic 

(presenting w/symptoms):
Inconclusive mammogram
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ICD-10 Category Requirements

Laterality:  Include Left, Right, Bilateral, Unilateral  

Acute/Chronic:   Identify acute/chronic nature.  More specificity for Postoperative, 

neoplasm related, Post thoracotomy  

Anatomical Site Specificity:  Identify specific area:
Chest:  Wall, Location within the Vessel

Limb:  Specific area on the limb  Location within the anatomical structure

Abdominal

Episode of Care: Identify initial, subsequent or sequalae (Late Effect) visit. For Fractures, 

include whether fracture is open/closed, whether healing process is routine or with complications such as delayed 

healing, nonunion, malunion.  Gustilo Open Fracture classifications  include designation of Type I, Type II, Type III 

Injury How / What:  Include how the injury happened, and what activity the 

patient was doing when the injury occurred.

Patient History:  Medical history that provides additional context.

Pregnancy:  Trimester of pregnancy or identification of specific fetus.

Other:


